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of are no libel (s); that they do not relate to the
complainant (t); that they were not published by
the accused (u); that their publication is abso-
lutely privileged (#); or that they are a fair
and bond Jide comment on a matter of public in-
terest (y). The Court will then either dismiss
the case, or, if satisfied that there are reasonable
grounds for doing so, will commit the accused for
trial.

So much, then, for the jurisdiction at common
law. Next, as to the alterations which have been
introduced by statute. In the first place, by
sect. 4 of the Newspaper Libel and Registration
Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 60), "a Court of
summary jurisdiction, upon the hearing of a
charge against a proprietor, publisher, or editor
or any person responsible for the publication of
a newspaper, for a libel published therein, may
receive evidence as to the publication being for
the public benefit, and as to the matters charged
in the libel being true, and as to the report being
fair and accurate and published without malice,
and as to any matter which under this or any
other Act or otherwise might be given in evidence
by way of defence by the person charged on his
trial on indictment, and the Court, if of opinion
after hearing such evidence that there is a strong

(s) See pp. 183, 184, supra,
(t) See pp. 3-5, supra.
(u) See pp. 197, 198, infra.
(x) See pp. 97, 101-113, supra,
(y) See pp. 88-96, supra.